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NOW  we  are  pretty  well  tired  with 
dancing,  fuppofe,  faid  Mifs  Thomfon, 
we  feat  ourfclves  around  this  great  ta- 
ble, and  each,  in  their  turn,  relate  the 
fine  tights  our  London  friends  had  the 
goodnefs  to  treat  us  with  during  the  laft 
holidays. 

This  propofal  was  applauded  by  all 
prefent,  and  as  it  was  well  known  that 
Mifs  Thomfon  had  the  gift  of  telling 
whatever  fhe  had  read,  heard,  or  feen 
in  a  moll  pleafing  manner,  (lie  was  re- 

B  quefted 
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quelled  by  the  general  voice  to  begin, 
and,  with  equal  good  humour  and  good 
fenfe,  foon  fpoke  as  follows  : 

My  papa  and  mamma  are  fo  kind, 
they  delight  in  treating  their  happy  chil- 
dren with  agreeable  furprifes;  accord- 
ingly, one  day  laft  holidays,  when  my 
brother  and  I  thought  we  were  only  go- 
ing to  take  a  fhort  airing  on  the  Surry 
fide  of  Blackfriars  Bridge,  lo!  what 
Ihould  come  to  pafs,  but  mamma,  the 
inflant  we  had  crofFed  the  water,  pulling 
the  check  firing,  ordered  Jofeph  to  draw 
up  to  the  door  of  Sir  AJJitcn  Lever's 
mojl  enchanting  Mitfeum,  where  there 
are  certain  colleftions  of  curious  and  rare 
productions;  infomuch,  that  we  had  but 
juft  time  to  give  her  our  grateful  em- 
brace, before  we  found  ourfelves  en- 
tered therein,  and  our  eyes  beholding  a 
variety  of  wonderful  objecls. 

Mamma 


(     3     ) 

Mamma  fmiled  at  our  pleafurable  af- 
tonilhment;  but  my  dear  children,  faid 
(he,  as  foon  as  you  have  recovered  your- 
felves  a  little,  we  will  begin  our  view  at 
the  firit  part  of  the  collection,  and  pro- 
ceed regularly  forward  ;  or,  inftead  of 
enabling  ourfelves  to  make  a  good  figure 
on  our  return  home,  we  fhall  only  have 
it  in  our  power  to  fay,  it  confifts  of  an 
imme^fe  number  of  beautiful  and  rare 
objecls,  when  we  ought  to  point  out  fuch 
particular  ones  as  the  apparently  well- 
educated  and  fenfible  part  of  the  com- 
pany moll:  noticed. 

We  have,  refumcd  mamma  after  a 
fhort  paufe,  in  order  to  imprefs  what  fhe 
faid  on  our  memory,  often  amufed  our- 
felves, when  riding  paft  this  building, 
with  reading  the  lines  under  the  figure 
on  the  outlide ; 

fo  me  be  Nature's  volume  broad  difplay'd, 
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taken  from  a  poem  written  by  a  name- 
fake  of  ours,  a  Mr.  Thomfon,  called 
the  Seafons,  which  I  need  not  tell  you 
is  a  defcription  of  the  four  quarters  of 
the  year,  fpring,  fummer,  autumn,  and 
winter,  and  a  mod  glorious  volume  what 
he  calls  Nature  is,  for  it  contains  all  the 
works  of  Him  that  made  the  heavens, 
the  earth,  and  the  waters,  together  with 
the  wonderful  inhabitants  of  each;  all 
of  whom,  as  Dr.  Watts  expreffes  it, 
when  fpeaking  of  die  birds,  the  (lars, 
and  the  whole  univerfe  in  general,  are 
continually 

Proclaiming,  as  they  fing  or  (hine, 
The  hand  that  made  us  is  divine. 

Now  which  of  you,  faid  Mamma,  will 
make  it  your  care  to  remember  that  this 
entrance  part  is  called  the  hall,  and  ex. 
hibits  or  fets  forth  ma^ny  objeBs  that  de- 
light and  intereft  the  learned;  although 

we 
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V*e,  in  this  our  firft  vifit,  (hall  not  pay 
them  much  attention,  except  this  fkele- 
ton  head,  as  it  is  called,  of  a  young 
elephant,  not  forgetting,  whilft  you  look, 
upon  it,  that  the  elephant  is  affirmed  to 
be  the  largeft  as  well  as  wifeft  of  all  the 
land  animals. 

Land  animals,  cried  Mifs  Evans  (a 
fomewhat  pert  mifs)  then  we  are  it  feems 
to  fuppofe  that  there  are  water  animals 
of  a  (till  more  enormous  fize. 

Sea  animals,  if  you  pleafe,  faid  Mifs 
Thomfon,  for  what  think  you  of  the 
grampus  (the  name  of  young  whales) 
that  was  left  by  the  tide  on  fome  part  of 
the  Britifh  coaft  a  few  years  ago,  and 
meaiured  near  100  feet  in  length. 

Mamma  led  the  way,  continued  Mifs 
Thomfon,  and  we  followed  her  into  a 
lobby  or  paCTage,  ornamented  on  each 
fide,,  if  luch  things  as  weapons  of  de- 
ftruclion  and  death  can  be  called  orna- 
B  3  mentj^ 


C    6     ) 

merits,  brought  by  gentlemen,  and  more 
particularly  by  Capt.  Cook,  from  New 
Zealand,  X)taheitc,  and  the  Sandwich 
Iflands. 

Dear  Mifs  Thomfon,  cried  Mifs 
Ravenfworth,  (a  very  fenfible  little  girl, 
about  nine  years  old)  you  mud  be  fo 
good  as  to  pardon  me  if  I  intreat  you  to 
tell  us  who  this  fame  Capt.  Cook  was. 

This  queftion  occafioned  a  laugh  a- 
mongft  the  tall  miiTes,  which  Mifs 
Thomfon  checked  on  the  infiant;  for 
however  well  acquainted,  faid  fhe,  thofe 
ladies  who  live  near  London,  and  are 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  may 
be  with  Capt.  Cook's  name,  or  his  Voy- 
ages, it  is  by  no  means  either  a  ridiculous 
or  an  extraordinary  circumftance,  that 
fuch  a  child  as  Mifs  Ravenfworth  fhould 
be  a  ft  ranger  to  both  the  one  and  the 
other;  brought  up,  as  fhe  has  been,  un- 
til within  thefe  few  months,  in  Somer- 

fetlhire, 
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fetfhirc,  and  of  an  age  when  Capt.  Cook*? 
fame,  though  in  no  degree  leflcned,  is 
not  fo  much  the  fuhjeel  of  converfation 
as  on  the  fin!  wonder  of  his  difcoveries, 
or  the  univcrfal  regret  of  his  death; 
years  having  pafTcd  away  fince  thofe 
events  took  place,  and  new  objecls  and 
new  people  will  have  their  turn  to  be 
talked  of.  Capt.  Cook,  therefore,  my 
dear  Mifs  Raven  fworth,  faid  Mifs 
Thomfon,  was  an  Englifh  gentleman 
who  fo  much  delighted  in  going  to  fea, 
that  having  been  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies,  was  ardently  anxious  to  fail  into 
what  is  called  the  South  Seas,  in  order 
to  difcover  certain  iflands,  and  the  in- 
habitants believed  to  be  fituated  therein, 
though  at  that  time  wholly  unknown  to 
Britain. 

And  to  what  purpofe,  faid  the  bufy 
Mifs  Evans,  not  mere  curiofity  I  hope  ? 

By 
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Ey  no  means,  replied  Mifs  Thomfon, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  and,  of 
courfe,  the  good  of  his  native  country. 
He  accordingly  vifited  the  ifland  of  New 
Zealand,  where  the  people  eat  one  ano- 
ther. 

Merciful !  cried  all  the  children,  can 
fo  horrid  a  thing  be  true  ? 

It  is  mod  barbarous  and  (hocking, 
yet  it  is,  replied  Mifs  Thomfon,  a  molt 
undeniable  truth  ;  and  the  ifland  of  Ota- 
heite.  which  had  then  a  Oueen  for  its 
fovereign ;  and  on  his  return  home,  to 
his  equal  furprife  and  honour,  he  found 
out  that  fine  country,  called  by  him  the 
Sandwich  Iflands,  from  whence  fo  many 
rare  and  beautiful  things  have  been 
brought  to  England.  But  at  length 
thefe  very  Iflanders,  who  had  adored 
him  as  a  god,  put  him  to  death,  and 
thereby    deprived    His    Majefty    King 

George 
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George  of  a  mod  valuable  and  fkilful 
officer ;  and  the  Britifh  people  of  a  mod 
ufeful  and  active  friend. 

Thank  you,  thank  you,  Mifs  Thom- 
fon  !  was  echoed  from  all  quarters,  and 
pray  proceed  with  your  account  of  the 
Mufcum,  the  univerfal  requelt — a  re- 
queft  which  that  obliging  young  lady 
immediately  complied  with. 

Do  but  behold,  Sophia,  faid  Mamma? 
what  beautiful  wood  thefe  weapons  are 
made  of — the  produce  of  the  Sandwich 
Iflands. — And  how  elegant,  how  uni- 
form, how  admirable  the  workmanfhip  ! 
Yet  have  thefe  people  no  other  tools 
whatever  than  (harp  fhells,  flints,  and 
fuch-like  articles.  How  tremendous  the 
coarfe  bnifhed  ones  from  New  Zealand 
are  I  neecj  not  obferve  to  you;  for  they 
arc  quite  as  favage  in  appearance  as  the 
hands  and  hearts  of  thofe  who  ufe  them 
mull  be  in  reality. 

O  dearcft 
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0  dearcft  madam!  cried  I,  how  is  it 
poflible  for  men  bred  in  folitude  not  to 
be  gentle  in  their  manners,  have  their 
bofoms  filled  with  ^ood  will  to  the  whole 
human  race,  and  to  hold  bloodfhed  in 
abhorrence  ? 

1  love  you  for  your  obfervation,  re- 
plied Mamma;  but  the  equally  melan- 
choly and  difgraceful  truth,  my  dear 
girl,  is,  that  cultivation,  (or,  as  it  is  ge- 
nerally called,  education)  does  as  much 
for  the  human  heart  as  for  the  foil  of  a 
country,  in  producing  good  effects,  and 
rooting  out  baneful  weeds :  for  benevo- 
lence or  goodwill  is  not  the  natural 
growth  of  every  bread,  but  planted 
therein  by  having  its  beauty  fet  before 
us,  and  our  being  made  fenfible  of  the 
benefits  it  confers  both  on  ourfelves  and 
others. 

We  next  proceeded,  faid  Mifs  Thom- 
fon,  to  the  Sandwich  ftpoMj  or  a  room 

totally 
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totally  dedicated  to  the  difplay  of  the  cu- 
riofities  obtained  by  Capt.  Cook  at  the 
Sandwich  I  Hands — whole  picture,  though 
only  a  black  and  white  print,  fo  flrik- 
ingly  meets  the  eye  on  your  looking  up 
on  entering  it,  as  to  compel  you  to  give 
a  figh  to  the  original :  accordingly,  to 
poor  Captain  Cook  was  my  heart-felt 
tribute  paid  on  the  occafion. 

The  beautiful  contents  of  this  room 
confift  chiefly  of  cloaks  made  of  fea- 
thers from  birds  peculiar  to  the  Sand- 
wich Iflands — fome  of  each  of  which 
are  (hewn  in  high  prefervation  in  the 
Mufeum.  There  are  alfo  helmets,  ruffs, 
and  many  other  articles  of  fuperb  drefs ; 
for,  fo  bright  and  lovely  are  the  colours 
of  the  feathers — red,  yellow,  and  brown, 
and  with  fo  much  art  difpofed,  Mamma 
fays,  to  produce  light  andfhade  to  each 
other,  that  we  may  ealily  conceive  the 
confequence   the  wearers  derive  from 

them ; 
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them:  the  fame,  no  doubt  ;for  they  are 
worn  by  their  Kings)Has  our  fovereign 
Princes  from  their  Coronation  Robes, 
and  the  gems  that  deck  their  Imperial 
Crowns. 

Nor  are  the  ladies  unprovided  with 
decorations  vas  Mamma  calls  them)  for 
their  perfons — for  here  are  Bracelets  of 
many  kinds,  one  pair  of  which  is  made 
of  a  Boar's  tulks — Necklaces  and  Sto- 
machers of  red  Berries,  of  Pearl,  of 
Coral,  and  of  Jafper — alfo  Flappers  for 
both  fexes  (dicks,  you  know,  with  fea- 
thered tops  to  chafe  away  flies  in  hot  cli- 
mates) the  handle  of  one  of  which,  they 
tell  you,  and  highly  efteemed  on  that 
account  by  the  owner,  is  the  bone  of  a 
human  arm. 

The  Sandwich  Iflanders,  then,  faid 
Mils  Ravenfworth,  are  almofl  as  barba- 
rous as  the  New  Zealanders,  to  put  a 
human  bone  to  fuch  a  ufc. 

To 
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To  love  our  enemies,  replied  Mifs 
Thomfon,  is  a  leilon  moft  uneducated 
minds  always  have  to  learn:  whence 
thefe  Iflanders  hold  themfelves  entitled 
to  do  with  the  bodies  of  their  conquered 
foes  whatever  they  pleafe. 

They  have  alio  Dancing  and  Funeral 
Maiks,  (which  to  me  are  mighty  ugly- 
featured  things )  alfo  their  Idols  or  Gods, 
made  up  of  Imall  red  feathers — and 
pearl  eyes  are  in  my  opinion  frightful. 
Neverthelefs  Mamma  affirms  that  every 
article  has  meaning  in  the  defign,  and 
merit  in  the  execution — being  all  of 
them  monuments  of  native  ingenuity 
and  indefatigable  induftry. 

In  a  word,  continued  Mifs  Thom- 
fon, the  tout  enfcmble  is  fo  delightful, 
that  I  ardently  wifh  our  whole  fchool 
were  permitted  to  join  in  a  party  to  vifit 
it.  Nor  do  I  indeed  quite  defpair  of 
fuch  an  event  being  brought  about,  at 

C  fome 
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fome  happy  period  or  other,  by  making 
our  kind  Governefs  and  our  moil  indul- 
gent Relative  acquainted  with  our  defire 
in  this  refpe£t. 

But  it  is  full  time,  faid  Mifs  Thom- 
fon,  I  mould  remember,  that  I  have  not 
only  related  fufficient  for  the  prefent, 
but  entitled  myfelf  to  call  on  whomfo- 
ever  I  pleafe  to  vary  our  entertainment. 

This  was  oppofed  on  all  hands — until 
at  length  this  obliging  young  Lady  was 
prevailed  upon  to  go  through  this  won- 
derful Mufeum,  and  of  courfe  to  leave 
every  other  fubjeft  unentered  upon  for 
a  certain  period. 


PARTY 
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PARTY  II, 


^^^^*" 


JL  HE  young  Ladies  having  taken  their 
feats  around  the  great  table,  MifsThom- 
fon,  with  true  politenefs  and  good  na- 
ture fparing  them  the  trouble  of  alking 
her,  thus  renewed  her  account  of  the 
Museum. 

The  fourth  Room,  called  the  Saloon, 
was  now  entered  by  us ;  and  the  firit 
pbjecls  that  caught  our  eye  were  fome 
grand  and  beautiful  fpecimens  of  white 
coral — fo  called,  from  their  refemblance 
of  the  human  brain,  (Mamma  told  us) 
C  2  Brain- 
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Brain -ftone  Coral — and  the  fhell  of  an 
immenfe  Cockle  or  Oyfter  from  the  Earl 
Indies — as  you  will  fuppofe  when  I  add 
what  a  Gentleman  declared  he  knew  to 
be  true,  that  the  nib  th.efe  (hells  contain 
is  fufficient  to  dine  twenty  feameri. 

We  next  amufed  ourfelves  with  look- 
ing at  a  quantity  of  beautiful  Vegetable 
ProduBions — that  is,  whatever  grows  up 
out  of  the  Earth  —  as  Plants,  Grafs, 
Shrubs,  and  fo  forth — fuch  has  the  Cot- 
ton Tree,  with  the  cotton-pods  burft 
through  the  fides,  from  their  being  full 
ripe  and  fit  to  gather. 

What!  cried  Mifs  Dennis,  does  Cot- 
ton grow  on  trees  ?  I  cannot  believe  it. 

Can  you  believe,  replied  Mifs  Thorn- 
fon,  as  you  may  behold  it  with  your  own 
eyes  in  England,  that  what  after  a  long 
procefs  becomes  Flax,  and  is  fpun  for 
and  woven  into  cloth,  when  growing  in 
jlhe  fields  looks  only  like  a  mean  weed? 

Thofc 
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TThofe  therefore  (continued  this  young 
Lady)  who  are  Grangers  to  Nature's 
Works  in  different  countries,  would  do 
wifely,  if,  inftead  of  fetting  up  an  opi- 
nion of  their  own,  they  were  to  feek 
(and  they  would  moil  afluredly  find)  in- 
formation. 

This  reproof  (though  feemingly  very 
fevere)  Mifs  Dennis  well  deferved ;  for 
it  was  evermore  her  ill-bred  cuftom  (the 
flrongeft  mark  of  ignorance  and  folly) 
to  difcredit  what  fhe  was  unacquainted 
with,  inftead  of  being  happy  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  due  knowledge 
thereof. 

Here  are  alfo,  faid  Mifs  Thomfon, 
feveral  fine  fpecimens  of  the  Lace  Tree, 
from  Jamaica,  together  with  a  pair  of 
Ruffles  made  thereof,  which  to  me 
were  a  great  curiofity  —  a  variety  of 
beautiful  Moffes— fome  Tea,  as  it  is 
C  3  taken 
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taken  from  the  trees  on  which  it  grow$ 
in  the  Eaft  Indies — with  abundance  of 
other  equally  pleafing  articles.  Thi$ 
Saloon  alfo  contains  a  number  of  thofe 
curiofities  called  Foffils, 

And  pray  what  are  Foflils  ?  cried  Mifs 
Evans.  That  is  a  learned  word,  and 
therefore  demands  explanation. 

You  prevent  my  intention,  replied 
Mifs  Thomfon;  for  I  was  going  to  add, 
that  Foffils  is  the  learned  or  fcientific 
riame  of  all  thofe  rare  things  that  are 
dug  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ; 
where  Nature  fhows  herfelf  to  be  as  nice 
and  particular  in  her  works,  as  in  thofq 
intended  by  her  to  meet  the  noon-day 
fun. 

That  is  very  odd  to  me,  faid  Mifs 
Allen.  Why  entomb  beautiful  things 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  where  no  eye 
can  penetrate,  or  human  wifdom  devife 
their  ufe  ? 

Mifs 
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Mifs  Allen,  replied  Mrfs  Tbomfon, 
^ou  fpeak  mo(t  inconfiderably  on  an  im- 
portant point — to  even  a  facred  fubject; 
for  fhail  not  He  who  made  the  world 
difpofe  his  wonderful  works  how  and 
where  he  pleafes  ?  either  above  the  earth, 
to  feaft  the  eye  and  exercife  the  (kill  of 
man— or  lodge  them  deep  (as  I  have 
heard  Mamma  read]  in  Nature's  fecret 
Cabinets,  the  mountain  and  the  mine- 
wherein  (he  fo  much  delight's  to  difplay 
per  power  and  perfeclioa. 

By  Faftils,  therefore,  continued  Mifs 
Thomfon,  you  are  to  underftand  (as 
Mamma  takes  care  to  teach  my  Brother 
and  myfelf  to  do)  whatever  is  drawn 
forth  from  beneath  the  Earth's  furface 
or  outride  level ;  the  firft  of  which  kind 
we  flopped  on  this  occafion  to  view  is 
the  Albeftos — of  fo  extraordinary  a  na- 
ture, that  it  refills  or  repels  fire.  There 
are  indeed  two  forts;  the  one  fibrous, 

or 
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pr  that  can  be  parted  into  threads,  to  be 
fpun  and  woven  into  cloth  :  the  other  a 
{olid  body,  fit  for  the  compofition  of  pi- 
lars. Accordingly  we  read  in  the  Bible, 
that  the  good  people  before  Noah's  Flood 
made  it  their  bufinefs  to  erect  a  pillar 
thereof,  on  which  to  grave  the  crafts 
they  had  devifed  for  the  benefit  of  fuc- 
ceeding  generations ;  being  well  ap- 
prifed  that  the  world  would  be  deftroyed 
either  by  water-floods  or  by  conflagra- 
tion-* that  is,  fire. 

And  what  could  the  people  of  thofe 
days  teach  the  generations  that  came 
after  them  ?  faid  the  pert  Mifs  Evans. 

Mufec,  replied  Mifs  Thomfon ;  for 
we  read  in  the  Divine  Book  I  have  men- 
tioned, that  TubaUCain  was  the  father 
of  all  them  that  handle  the  harp  and  or- 
gan. Spinning  and  Weaving ;  Naahmah, 
the  daughter  of  Lamech,  found  out  both 
^e  one  and  the  other,  fkfides  a  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  ingenious  devices  from  which 
pofterity  derived  great  benefit;  though  I 
cannot  from  memory  point  them  out  to 
you. 

Of  the  other  Albedos  Winding-fheets 
were  made — to  preferve  the  afhes  of  the 
4ead,  on  burning  their  bodies,  as  was 
jhe  cuftom  of  thofe  times,  from  mixing 
with  any  other  afhes. 

Burp  the  bodies  of  the  dead!  cried 
Mifs  AJlen.  My  blood  is  chilled  in  my 
veins  at  the  bare  idea  of  fuch  a  cuftom. 

And  wherefore  ?  replied  Mifs  Thorn- 
fon.  For,  full  well  do  we  know,  that, 
when  the  foul  is  fled,  the  body  can  fuC- 
tain  no  hurt— as  Mamma  was  fo  good  as 
to  explain  to  us  when  children  ;  and  to 
point  out  to  us,  at  a.  very  early  age, 
where  to  look  for  the  immortal  part  of 
pur  friends — in  the  bleifecj  manfions  of 
Kternfty.  The  confideration,  therefore, 
whether  our  afhes  are  enclofed  within 

the 
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the  narrow  limits  of  an  urn,  or  our  bo- 
dies committed  to  a  fumptuous  fepulchre 
or  tomb,  there  to  moulder  into  duft  by 
the  hand  of  Time,  is  of  no  importance 
to  the  dead,  and  ought  not  therefore  to 
be  permitted  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the 
living. 

There  are  moreover,  continued  Mifs 
Thomfon,  very  many  wonderful  things 
from  the  Burning  Mountains. 

And  pray,  dear  Mifs  Thomfon,  faid 
Mifs  Dolly  Finch  and  Mifs  Ravenfworth 
in  the  fame  inftant,  do  tell  us  how  many 
Burning  Mountains  there  are — where 
they  are  met  with — and  what  is  moft  re- 
marked refpe&ing  them  by  the  learned 
part  of  the  world. 

The  largeft  and  moft  alarming  when 
it  blazes  out,  replied  Mifs  Thomfon,  is 
Mount  J&tna.  in  the  ifland  of  Sicily — 
where  the  Poets  (who  have  manifold  odd 
fancies)   tell  us  the  god  Vulcan  has  a 

blackfmith's 
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blackfmith's  forge  to  make  thunderbolts 
for  Jupiter,  the  king  of  the  heathen  or 
pagan  gods :  nor  is  the  fable  without 
foundation;  for  the  beatings  and  the 
bellowings  that  attend  the  eruptions,  or 
throwing  forth  liquid  or  flowing  fire, 
red-hot  cinders,  and  many  other  fuch- 
like  bodies,  found,  it  feems,  to  the.  ear, 
as  if  fome  hundred  fmiths  were  labour- 
ing, though  nothing  more  than  the  war 
of  thofe  violent  elements  when  in  a 
flate  of  convulfion — fire,  water,  air,  and 
earth. 

The  fecond  volcano,  or  furnace  of 
Nature,  is  Mount  Vefuvius,  within  fix 
miles  of  the  city  of  Naples.  The  lava* 
and  cinders  call  thereout,  to  the  great 
terror  and  difmay  of  the  inhabitants, 
have  repeatedly  reached  to  the  very  win- 
dows of  their  houfes.  Thefe  mountains, 
neverthelefs  (a  mofl  aftonifhing  circum- 
fiance,  Mamma  fays)  are  in  fome  parts 

ferule, 


(      24      ) 

fertile,  or  productive  of  vegetable  co- 
vering, as  herbs,  plants,  and  flowers — 
and  in  other  parts  barren,  parched,  and 
fcorching  to  the  touch. 

The  third  and  laft  is  a  moft  wonderful 
natural  curiofity;  for  it  is  a  fiery  .furnace 
embofomed  in  froft  and  fnow — is  called 
Mount  Hecla,  and  is  fituated  in  Iceland, 
a  molt  feverely  cold  climate. 

Eggs  of  rare  birds,  and  nefts,  efpeci- 
ally  of  the  Humming  Bird,  faid  Ivlifs 
Thornfon,  that  builds  in  the  green  ebcrtiy 
hedges  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  much  amazed 
us.  And  having  thus  gone  round  the 
Saloon,  we  entered  an  apartment  to  the 
left  hand  called  the  Shell  and  Extra- 
neous Fossil  P_oom. 

Heyday!  cried  Mifs  Evans.  What 
new  word  have  you  chofen  to  puzzle  us 
your  uninformed  friends?  Extraneous 
FofTils !  Pray  what  may  that  hard  word 
extraneous  mean  ? 

The 
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The  word  extraneous,  replied  Mjfs 
Thomfon,  is  as  eafily  explained  as  any 
word  in  the  Englifh  language;  for  it 
merely  fignifies  foreign— out  of  its  na- 
tural bed  or  place.  Extraneous  Foffils 
confiding  chiefly  of  fhells  in  a  petrified 
or  ftorty  ftate— Fifh  imbedded  in  ftone, 
and  fo  forth.  Hence,  whence  thefe  ar- 
ticles (originally  fea  productions)  are 
found  in  places  at  a  diftance  from  the" 
fea  (in  like  manner  with  the  oyfters 
lodged  in  Shotover-hill  near  Oxford) 
the  circumftance  can  be  no  otherwife 
accounted  for  than  by  fuppofing  that 
they  were  left  behind  when  the  waters 
after  Noah's  Flood  returned  to  their 
boundaries* 

Yet  although  thefe  fpecimens  enrap- 
ture the  learned,  and  although  Sir  Afh- 
ton  Lever's  colle&ion  of  them  is  al- 
lowed to  be  the  firft  in  Europe,  they 
afford   the  leaft  pleafure  to  the  young 
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eye  and  the  young  mind  of  any  part  of 
the  Mufeum. 

But  then  the  fhells  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  room  excite  at  once  our 
aftoni  foment  and  our  admiration  ;  for, 
flrange  to  relate,  and  wonderful  to  hear! 
the  moft  lovely  (hells  ever  beheld  are 
only  the  houfes  or  habitations  (Mamma 
allured  us)  of  fome  mean  worm  or  (lug 
originally  naked!  But,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  and  our  Creator,  what 
they  exfude,  or  fweat,  gradually  en- 
crufts  over  their  heads:  fo  that,  in  due 
courfe  of  time,  this  mean  Worm  or 
Slug  becomes  the  owner  and  occupier 
of  a  moft  fuperb  and  elegant  manfion 
(or  fhell)  difiinguifhed  from  all  others 
by  kindred  form,  or  family  marks,  of 
which  the  varieties  (Mamma  affures  us) 
are  abundant, 

Amongft  the  number  of  thefe  fhells 
are    thofe    called    Cowries,   with   long 

mouths 
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mouths  and  undulations  like  teeth.  The 
Troches^  a  lovely  family,  are  fo  named 
from  refembling  a  boy's  top.  The  Vo- 
lutes, mod  beautiful  (hells,  thus  deno- 
minated from  being  rolled  up  like  leaves. 
For  all  Shells,  you  mull  note,  have  their 
fanciful  as  well  as  their  learned  or  fci- 
entific  names — both  of  which  we  may 
make  ourfelves  acquainted  with  when- 
ever we  pleafe,  by  looking  for  them  in 
the  Dictionary. 

.At  the  top  of  this  room  is  a  collec- 
tion of  Marble  Specimens  from  Italy, 
from  Egypt,  and  from  almoft  every  part 
of  the  world.  Alfo  that  called  Pencil 
Marble,  from  Kilkenny  in  Ireland — and 
the  beautiful  Landfcape  from  Cottom, 
a  quarry  near  Briftol,  called  therefrom 
Cottom  Marble. 

On    the   fides   of   the   Entrance  are 

many  elegant  works  of  art ;   but  what 

chiefly  pleafed  my  Brother  and  me  were 
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two  fine  Gentlemen  (as  the  labekor 
written  paper  told  us)  with  Coats  of  But- 
terjlie  Wings ! 

Crofling  the  Saloon,  we  foon  found 
ourfelves  in  a  mod  enchanting  fpot ;  for 
the  Native  Fossil  Room  is  To  exqui- 
fitely  furnifhed,  that  the  eye  and  the 
mind  are  equally  at  a  lofs  where  to 
begin. 

Coral  (and  we  all  I  believe  know  it 
by  fight)  though  once  pronounced  to  be 
a  Sea  Vegetable— that  is,  to  grow  like 
the  trees  on  the  earth — but  now  proved 
an  animal  production — here  meets  the 
eye  in  the  greater!,  variety  ;  for  though 
in  colour  it  is  alone  black,  or  white,  or 
red,  it  has  different  forms  in  abundance 
— fome  branching — fome  like  pipes — - 
fome  refembling  honeycomb  —  fome 
black  and  white  difpofed  at  regular  dif- 
tances,  called  Cafs-tail  Coral — fome  de- 
licately   [lowering     named    Mignonette 

Coral 
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Coral — fome  named  Mop-beaded  Coral, 
and  fo  forth — (for.  in  the  fame  manner 
with  Shells,  Coral  has  as  many  fancy- 
names  as  it  has  remarkable  or  lingular 
appearances)  with  Sea  Fans,  Sea  Whips, 
and  many  other  mod  curious  articles. 

In  this  Room,  moreover,  there  is  a 
curiofity  which  even  Mamma  never  met 
with  before— and  that  is  what  they  call 
Elaftic  or  Springing  Stone,  from  its 
bending  when  touched,  and  returning 
to  its  original  pofition  when  preffed  no 
longer.  It  is  framed,  to  preferve  it 
from  being  broken  by  the  fpeclators. 

Of  Ores,  Agates,  or  Egyptian  Peb- 
bles as  they  are  alfo  called,  Mundics  oc 
Marcafues  are  beautiful. 

We  were  fhewn  a  fpecimen  of  the 
Gold  from  Mountains — andfeveral  fpe*. 
cimens  of  Irifh  Diamonds. 

Native   Iron,   however,   it  feems,  is 

$he  moll  valued  of  all   Metals — and 

D  3  cgnfe- 
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confequently  a  piece  from  Rufiia  is  much 
noticed. 

The  Derby  fhire  and  Cumberland 
Spars  are  extremely  fine — as  are  alfo 
fome  v/cnderF.:!  Petrifactions  (the  name 
of  thofe  things  -which  are  hardened  by 
any  chance  into  a  kind  of  Stone)  from 
Matlock  in  Derby  (hire,  where  there  is, 
they  tell  you,  a  Water  that  changes 
Vegetables  into  that  Rate, 

But  I  forgot  to  mention,  when  fpeak- 
ing  of  Metals,  that  we  were  fkev/n  fome 
of  the  Copper  from  Paris  Mountains 
in  the  Ifle  of  Anglefey  in  Wales — -fome 
Lead  Ore.  that  varies  the  rays  of  light 
into  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow — a 
fpecimen  of  what  they  call  Smelted  Tin; 
which  looks  like  Silver,  and  I  believe 
is  fo;  for  veins  of  Silver  are  often  met 
with  (Mamma  fays)  in  both  Tin  and 
Lead  Mines — Specimens  alfo  of  Native 
Gold,  which  grows  like  leaves  over  the 

ftone 
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ftone  or  fome  fimilar  matter  to  which  it 
adheres;  for  Native  Gold  never  mixes 
with  any  other  fubftance  or  body. 

In  fhort*  faid  Mifs  Thomfon,  fo  un- 
fpeakably  was  I  pleafed  with  the  con- 
tents of  this  Room,  that  I  could  wil- 
lingly have  patted  the  whole  day  therein 
— and  that  too,  I  verily  believe,  with- 
out one  fenfation  of  hunger  or  fatigue  : 
for  the  gratifications  of  fenfe,  fuch  as 
eating,  drinking,  and  fo  on,  always  give 
place  to  thofe  of  a  more  exalted  nature, 
in  which  the  mind  is  more  immediately 
engaged. 

Whence,  on  fuch  occafions,  being 
enrapt  as  it  were  by  the  wonders  of  Na- 
ture, we  moft  atturedly  experience  a 
foretafte  of  the  delight  the  foul  will  for 
ever  and  ever  enjoy  in  a  glorious  eternity „ 
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AFTER  the  ufual  ceremonies,  the  La- 
dies having  feated  themfelves,  Mifs 
Thomfon  refumed  her  defcription  of  the 
Museum  in  the  following  manner: 

We  now  returned  (faid  that  Lady) 
into  the  Saloon,  and  through  the  cen- 
tre arch  therereof  immediately  entered 
what  is  called  the  Otaheite  Room, 
though  its  contents  are  various;  for,  fu- 
peradded  to  the  curiofities  brought  from 
that  ifland,  fuch  as  Baflcets  made  of  the 
cocoa-nut,  and  ornamented  with  Shells, 

Fifhing 
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Fifhing-rods  and  Hooks  of  a  very  cu- 
rious conftruttion  and  form  —  Head- 
dreffes —  Necklaces  and  Bracelets  for 
the  Ladies — is  a  grand  arrangement  of 
rare  Fifh,  amongft  which  is  the  John 
Dory;  for  the  John  Dory  actually  feems 
no  more  than  the  perfect  head  of  a  very 
large  fifh  feparated  from  the  body— and 
as  fuch  would  be  viewed  with  aftonifh- 
ment  at  this  very  day,  if  (as  Mamma 
told  us)  the  Gentlemen  Epicures,  who 
are  fond  of  fafhionable  feeding,  had 
not,  to  gratify  their  refined  appetite, 
brought  it  forward  to  our  acquaintance. 

The  fifh  called  the  Hammer-headed 
Shark  is  alfo  a  marvellous  creature;  for 
its  eyes  are  placed  at  each  further!  end 
of  a  bone  that  crofTes  the  top  of  the 
head;  which  gives  it  the  likenefs  of  what 
it  is  named. 

That  muft  be  very  ftrange  and  very 
purJQUs  jndeed !  faid  Mifs  Finch. 

The 
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The  Kite  Fifh,  alfo,  continued  Mifs 
Thomfon,  fixes  your  attention ;  for  it 
has  wings  as  large  as  thofe  of  many  birds, 
and  not  much  unlike  thofe  of  the  bird 
after  which  it -is  called  ;  with  numbers  of 
others  equally  furprifing,  which  I  cannot 
immediately  recollect;  and,  if  I  could, 
I  fhould  not  have  time  to  mention  them. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  to  the  Fifh  are 
fome  birds;  only  one  of  which  I  fhail 
point  out  to  you — and  that  is  called  the 
Man-of-War  Bird — becaufe,  I  fuppofe, 
of  its  red,  terrific-looking  neck. 

To  the  right  of  the  Otahcite  Room  we 
followed  Mamma  into  what  is  called  the 
Wardrobe  Room — a  place  of  general 
entertainment  to  me — though  my  bro- 
ther affected  to  laugh  at  me  for  prefer- 
ring works  of  art,  fancy,  and  falhion,  to 
thofe  of  nature.  But,  in  my  mind, 
much  is  to  be  learned  of  the  manners 
and  opinion  of  different  countries  from 

their 
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their  clothes;  and  Mamma,  I  am  cer- 
tain,  thinks  as  I  do  in  that  refpeft,  by 
encouraging  me  to  amufe  myfelf,  as  fhe 
mud  perceive  I  did,  with  examining 
them — a  fufficient  fan&ion  for  me  and 
my  condu6t. 

The  Chinefe  Drefles  for  perfons  of 
high  rank,  both  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
are  *  beautifully  genteel,'  as  one  of  the 
company  who  flood  behind  phrafed  it. 
Their  caps  are  very  rich — but  the  re- 
markable fmallnefs  of  their  (hoes  would 
render  them  Unfit  for  the  ufe  of  children 
of  three  years  of  age  in  England. 

Biefs  me!  cried  Mifs  Lucas,  how  are 
thev  able  to  walk  in  fhoes  fo  ill  fuited  to 
their  fize,  if  they  be  in  any  degree  fo 
tall  as  other  women  ? 

I  myfelf,  anfwered  Mifs  Thomfon, 
iaade  the  fame  obfervation  to  Mamma; 
who  told  me  it  was  the  fafhion  in  China 
for  Ladies  never  to  walk,  but  to  be  car- 
ried 
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ried  from  place  to  place  in  fedan  chairs* 
A  Gentleman,  however,  who  belonged 
to  another  party,  called  it  a  *  device  of 
the  Chinefe  to  keep  their  wives  and 
daughters  from  gadding/  as  he  chofe  to 
exprefs  himfelf;  adding,  what  to  me  was 
very  ftrange,  that  no  Chinefe  Lady  is 
ever  feen  in  the  ftreetsi  but  they  have 
their  houfes  built  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
admit  of  their  being  carried  in  their  fe- 
dan chairs  over  the  tops  of  them,  to  any 
diftance:  and  by  thefe  means  alone  are 
they  beheld  by  the  men  in  their  family  or 
garden  parties ;  both  of  which  are  very 
fuperb. 

How  thankful  am  I,  faid  Mifs  Finch, 
that  I  was  not  born  in  China!  for  tome 
it  appears,  that  the  belt  name  we  can 
give  to  this  mode  of  female  exiftence  is 
to  call  it  a  fplendid  bondage. 

The  dreffes  from  Africa  and  America, 

relumed  Mifs  Thomfon,  are  no  lefs  ex- 
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traordinary  in  their  fafhion  or  make 
than  thofe  of  the  Eaftern  world;  and 
vet  I  could  not  but  confefs,  at  the  very 
moment  I  was  fmiling  at  their  peculia- 
rity, that  the  fhapes  or  (lays  called  bod- 
dices,  all  befpangled  with  gold  and  fil— 
ver,  worn  by  the  Bririfh  Ladies  in  the 
reignsof  Queen  Elizabeth  and  of  Charles 
the  Second,  muft,  to  the  eyes  of  foreign- 
ers, have  quite  as  whimfical  an  appear- 
ance. 

Some  Feather  Hats  of  great  beauty, 
faid  to  be  the  work  of  the  Nuns  at  Bra- 
fil,  a  place  in  Spaniih  America,  were 
much  admired  by. us;  as  well  as  Ham- 
mocks from  different  countries,  which 
are  indeed  very  great  curiofities. 

And  what  are  Hammocks  ?  I  befeech 
you,  cried  Mifs  Evans. 

A  kind  of  flings  for  beds,  replied 
Mifs  Thomfon,  which  hang  from  the  top 
of  rooms  or  cabins;  for  they  are  very 

E  conve- 


(    38    )      • 

convenient  on  fhip-board,  and,  more  or 
lefs,  are  ufed  as  fuch  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  whole  world. 

But  above  all  the  reft,  continued  Mifs 
Thomfon,  you  here  meet  with  (accord- 
ing to  a  label)  the  Wardrobe  of  a  Mr. 
Montague,  fon  to  the  celebrated  Lady 
Mary  Wortley  Montague — with  a  figure 
dreffed  up  in  one  of  the  moft  fuperb 
habits,  in  order  to  (hew  it  to  the  be  ft 
advantage,  in  all  the  Eaftern  oftenta- 
tion — with  a  green  turban  on  its  head, 
and  by  its  fide  a  fabre  of  admirable 
workman  (hip,  the  blade  Damafcus  fteel 
(as  Mamma  told  us). — With  a  variety 
of  elegant  Pipes  called  Hookas,  and 
others  from  Conftantinople,  with  bowls 
made  of  Egyptian  earth,  out  of  which 
the  Eaftern  perfons  of  fafhion  fmcke 
their  fagar,  an  Eaftern  herb,  in  like 
manner  as  Tobacco  is  fmoked  in  Eng- 
land, -v 
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Beyond  the  Wardrobe  is  a  fmall 
room  containing  many  curious  articles : 
fuch  as  Chop-flicks,  the  name  of  the 
Chinefe  Knives  and  Forks,  one  pair  of 
which  has  the  handles  fet  with  garnets. — 
An  ornament  .for  a  Turban,  made  of 
glafs,  as  fine  threaded,  and  as  light  and 
pliable  in  the  wind  as  feathers — Some 
Chinefe  Idols,  or  Gods,  made  of  rice, 
very  ugly  figures,  but  from  what  origi- 
nals copied  Mamma  was  unable  to  in- 
form us — With  a  variety  of  other  ar- 
ticles. 

We  then  returned  into  the  Otahei- 
tean  Room;  to  the  left  of  which  we 
entered  an  apartment  that  difplays  a 
mod  laughable  fcene — A  collection  of 
Monkeys  from  all  quarters  of  the  earth, 
which  Sir  Ashton  Lever,  ie  feerns, 
amufed  himfelf  with  having  fet  up  in 
characters.  One  reprefented  a  Tooth- 
drawer  in  the  very  a6l  of  drawing  a 
E  2  tooth 
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tooth — -(in  Mamma's  opipion)  excel- 
lently well  done — A  fecond,  drefled  up 
like  a  Fop,  with  a  watch-chain  dangling 
by  his  (ide — A  third  a  Porter,  with  a 
box  on  his  moulders — A  fourth  a  Watch* 
man,  with  his  mouth  wide  open  as  if  cry- 
ing the  hour,  and  fo  on — Befides  many 
of  the  moft  rare  creatures  of  the  Mon- 
key tribe  ever  yet  brought  to  Europe. 
But  thefe  are  not  rendered  objects  of 
mirth,  but  objects  of  aftonifhment  and 
admiration. 

Through  the  Monkey  Room  is  what 
they  call  the  Spirit  Room,  from  its 
containing  numerous  animals  in  bottles 
of  fpirits.  Accordingly,  you  behold 
Serpents,  Adders,  Toads,  Frogs,  and 
fome  Fifli  in  this  room.  But  /  love  to 
view  the  beauties  of  Nature  alive,  when 
it  is  in  my  power  to  choofe  my  objefts ; 
and  that  Mamma  approves  my  choice  is 
plain,  by  her  encouraging  me  to  gratify 
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it.  A  Cameleon,  the  animal  long  be- 
lieved to  live  altogether  on  air,  though 
now  well  known  to  feed  on  the  minute 
flies  that  float  therein,  caught  my  eye : 
but  I  do  not  find  its  wonderful  power  of 
changing  its  colour  at  will  either  denied 
or  accounted  for,  to  this  very  day,  by 
the  moft  learned. 

A  Crocodile  and  an  Alligator  are 
placed  clofe  to  each  other,  full  in  your 
view — in  order  (Mamma  told  us)  to 
convince  men  of  icience  and  profound 
learning,  that  they  are  one  and  the  fame 
creature,  only  that  the  Alligator,  or 
American  Crocodile,  from  difference  of 
climate,  perhaps,  ismuchlefs  than  that 
found  in  Africa  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile— a  river  again  rendered  famous  by 
LordNelfon's  glorious  viclory. 

O   dear   Mifs    Thomfon!    laid   Mifs 

Leefon,    mention  thefe   no   more:    the 

very  name  of  Crocodile  makes  me  trem- 
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ble;  for  I  have  heard  it  related,  that 
this  African  animal  (which  we  all  know 
can  live  both  on  land  and  in  the  water) 
will  creep  along  the  mores  of  that  im- 
menfe  river  the  Nile,  almoft  entirely 
concealed  under  the  water,  until  it  can 
find  an  opportunity,  by  popping  up  its 
head,  to  feize  an  unwary  traveller  and 
'  make  a  meal  of  him.  I  hope  the  lefs, 
or  American  one,  is  not  the  fame  de- 
vourer  of  mankind? 

The  Alligator,  replied  Mifs  Thorn- 
fon,  is  much  iefs  known  in  every  parti- 
cular than  the  African  Crocodile.  And 
well  may  that  be  the  cafe,  when  it  is  re- 
membered, that  though  the  African 
Crocodile  has  been  familiar  to  the  know- 
ledge of  travellers  from  the  earlieft  ages 
of  the  world  down  to  the  prefent  period, 
the  American  was  for  the  fir  ft  time  heard 
of  by  us  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 

the 
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the  father  of  our  memorable  Queen 
Elizabeth,  on  the  difcovery  of  America. 

And  was  the  American  world,  the 
world  with  which  we  of  this  generation 
have  had  (o  much  concern,  never  dif- 
covered  till  *he  time  of  Henry  the 
Eighth  ? 

Exactly  fo,  Taid  Mifs  Thomfon. 

But  how  could  it  be  podible,  aflted 
Mifs  Evans,  for  it  to  remain  either  un- 
fought  for,  or  unfound,  ages  before  that 
period  ? 

I  will  tell  you,  replied  Mifs  Thomfon. 
You  mud  know,  the  Ancients,  as  the  peo- 
ple are  called  who  exifted  fome  centuries 
before  the  introduction  of  Chriltianity, 
had  an  equally  proud  and  fhort  way  of 
fettling  things.  Accordingly,  thofe  parts 
of  the  world  which  were  unknown  to 
them,  that  is,  unforced  by  fome  extraor- 
dinary chance  on  their  knowledge,  they 
would  take  upon  them  to  affirm  were  not 
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to  be  met  with  on  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth.  And  thus  even  the  Romans,  un- 
til the  time  of  Julius  Csefar,  fixed  the 
•  extent  of  the  world'  to  the  South,  to 
thofe  immenfe  rocks  (on  one  of  which 
now  ftands  the  famed  fcnrefs  of  Gib- 
raltar) called  by  them  Hercules's  Pil- 
lars— The  iflands  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  being  alfo  as  totally  out  of  their 
chart,  as  the  Sandwich  Iflands  were  out 
of  our  conception  before  Capt.-  Cook 
vifited  them. 

Their  Globes,  indeed,  mounted  by 
one  Archimedes,  a  learned  Syracufan, 
proved  that  the  world  was  round,  and 
had  its  full  half  to  the  riling  fun — traced 
out,  as  we  now  behold  it,  into  the  three 
grand  feclions  called  Europe,  Afia,  and 
Africa — whilft  the  other  half  was  be- 
lieved to  be  a  world  of  waters — until, 
as  I  have  alreadv  mentioned,  fomewhat 
above  three  hundred  years  ago,  a  man 
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named  Chriftopher  Columbus,  a  native 
of  Genoa,  a  fine  city  of  Italy,  was  fo 
wife  and  fo  learned  as  to  be  convinced 
that  the  Weftern  half  of  the  globe  con- 
fided in  part  of  land  (and  peopled  land) 
as  well  as  the  Eaftern,  of  which  he  was 
an  inhabitant. 

He  therefore  offered  his  fervices,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  to.  his  own  country- 
men; who  not  only  refufed  to  fupport 
his  attempt,  but  even  treated  his  project 
as  an  idle  dream.  He  next  applied  to 
the  King  of  France,  who  declined  coun- 
tenancing fo  wild  an  undertaking.  He 
then  came  over  to  our  Jlenry  VIII. 
who  in  the  fullnefs  of  his  wifdom  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him  or  his  pro- 
jected voyage. 

Mortified,  but  not  difcouraged,  he 
applied  to  Spain  :  the  King  of  Spain, 
like  the  other  princes  to  whom  he  had 
made  application,  would  not  hear  a  word 
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of  his  propofal — when,  juft  on  the  in- 
ftant  of  his  beginning  to  defpair,  Ifabelia, 
Queen  of  Spain,  flood  forth  his  avowed 
patronefs,  and  went  fuch  lengths  in  the 
caufe,  as  to  borrow  money  on  her  royal 
jewels  to  enable  her  to  furnifh  him  with 
a  fhip  and  other  grand  Heceffaries  for  a 
voyage  of  fuch  importance. 

Of  the  fuccefs  of  Columbus  in  this 
grand  difcovery — the  rivals  his  fame  cre- 
ated him— the  impudence  of  Americus 
Vefpucius  (a  proud  and  unprincipled 
Spaniard)  in  giving  his  name  to  a  world 
he  had  never  feen  if  Columbus  had  not 
opened  the  way — with  all  the  hard  treat- 
ment he  experienced— we  read  a  full 
account  in  fome  of  our  School-books. 
I  (hall  therefore  only  add  on  the  fubjecl, 
that  this  vaft  and  wonderfully  (till  then) 
undifcovered  country,  at  the  very  time 
the  Spaniards  took  pofTeflion  of  it,  con- 
tained two  large  empires,  Mexico  and 

Peru 


I 


(    47    ) 


Peru — that  the  capital  of  Peru,  named 
Lima,  was  fwallowed  up,  with  the  chief 
of  its  inhabitants,  by  an  earthquake — 
and  that  years  have  roiled  away  lince  a 
veftige  of  the  Mexican  empire  has  re- 
mained— that  the  famous  hill  called  Po- 
tofi,  which  contains  the  mines  of  filver, 
of  which  we  have  feen  fo  much  in  the 
fhape  of  Spanifh  dollars,  is  in  the  South- 
ern part  of  this  now  well  known  world 
—and  that,  in  Chriftopher  Columbus's 
time,  had  Queen  Elizabeth,  inftead  of 
her  father,  fat  on  the  Britifh  throne, 
that  hill,  and  the  whole  Weflern  Conti- 
nent, had  belonged  to  England ;  for 
Elizabeth  was  as  wife,  as  fpirited,  as 
noble-minded,  and  far  more  rich  than 
Ifabella — who  happening  to  be  born  a 
few  years  before  her,  has  immortalized 
her  name  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  the 
globe. 

How 
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How  rnonftrous  partial  (whifpered 
Mifs  Evans  to  Mifs  Alien,  her  kin- 
dred mind)  Mifs  Thomfon  is  to  England. 
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PARTY   IV. 


MlSS  Thomfon  had  the  pleafure  to 
find  her  auditors  were  more  attentive, 
and  appeared  more  entertained,  at  every 
new  aflembling  than  the  preceding  one. 
She  therefore  took  much  delight  in  gra- 
tifying them  at  all  points ;  for  attention 
in  the  hearers  is  all  the  reward  the  libe- 
ral-minded afk  for  endeavouring  to  en- 
lighten, to  improve,  and  to  inform  their 
friends  or  fellow-beings  in  general. 

Returning,    faid  Mifs  Thomfon,   to 
the  Otaheitean  Room,  we  thence  ad- 
vanced to  what  is  called  the  Rotunda, 
or  Grand  Apartment;  wherein  the 
J*  mod 


(    5°     ) 

moil  rare  and  beautiful  Birds  are  ar- 
ranged in  fucli  a  manner,  as  equally  to 
aftonifh  and  charm  the  beholder.     As- 
we  entered,  my  Brother  was  ftruck  with 
the  appearance  of  the  Gallery  and  of 
the  Pillars  which   fupport   it — both   of 
which  I   mould  have  called  Marble— 
whereas  it  feems  they  are  made  of  the 
fame  materials  from  Derby  (hire  as  the 
curiofities  we  fee  in  (hop-windows — the 
cups,  jars,  and  fuch  like.     The  Gallery 
is  all   white,  like   ftatuary  marble,  and 
the  Pillars  high-coloured  with  veins  of 
red. 

The  lower  walls  of  this  Grand  Room, 
that  is,  thofe  which  reach  from  the  gal- 
lery to  the  floor,  are  lined  with  great 
judgment  (Mamma  fays)  by  glafs  cafes 
containing  the  largeft  Birds  in  the  Col- 
lection; for,  being  on  a  level  with  them, 
you  can  view  them  at  pleafure,  compare 
them  with  each  other,  and  teach  yourfeif 

to 
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to  confefs,  how  wonderful  in  form — how 
curious  in  plumage — and  in  what  admi- 
rable prefervation  they  are !  for  there  is 
only  the  voice  wanting  to  make  you  re- 
collect that  they  are  not  alive. 

The  Oftrich,  the  largeft,  I  believe,  of 
all  Birds,  with  a  young  one,  and  an  egg, 
are  extremely  fine- — alfo  the  CalTowary, 
much  admired  by  the  fcientific,  but  a 
bird  that  by  no  means  pleafes  me — the 
Rhinoceros  Bird,  fo  named  from  its  high 
and  horny  beak — the  Flamingo,  which 
is  almoft  all  legs,  and  has  fcarcely  any 
body,  but  moft  beautiful  plumage.  We 
fee  here  alfo  the  Pelican,  a  bird  for  ages 
believed  to  feed  its  young  with  its  blood; 
but  it  is  now  well  known  to  perform  that 
tender  office  by  means  of  a  bag  under 
its  long  and  moft  uncommon  beak,  which 
it  can  dilate  or  contract  at  will,  and  by 
means  whereof,  together  with  its  beak, 
it  contrives  to  drive  the  young  fry  of 
F  2  fifh 
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fifli  into  a  corner,  f and  fcoop  them  into 
the  bag,  and  by  letting  the  young  feed 
out  of  this  bag,  on  a  diftant  view  it  ap- 
pears as  though  they  pecked  the  parent 
bread  (as  was  imagined)  for  their  fub- 
fiftence. 

Here  is  likewife  a  Penguin,  a  bird  of 
the  ftrangeft  form  you  can  conceive, 
and  unknown  to  us  till  the  difcovery  of 
New  Holland,  or  New  South  Wales,  of 
which  it  is  a  native  ;  for  it  ftands  ereft 
on  what  appear  to  be  its  hind  legs:  but 
what  we  take  for  fore  legs  are  only  fins, 
with  which  it  ftrikes  when  fwimming. 

That  powerful-winged  bird  called  the 
Condor,  the  largeft  of  the  Vulture  tribe, 
is  alfo  here,  the  extenfion  of  whofe  wings 
is  wonderful.  The  Argus-eyed  Phea- 
fant  from  China,  fo  named  from  the 
beauty  of  its  plumage,  delighted  us 
much — with  innumerable  others  which 

I  have 
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I  have  neither  time  nor  memory  to  parti- 
cularife. 

This  Grand  Room  is  warmed  by  two 
oppofite  fires — and,  after  the  manner  of 
the  other  Apartments,  is  furnifhed  with 
fophas,  on  which  to  fit  down  when  tired 
with  walking — there  are  alfo  newfpapers 
to  amufe  you  when  feated.  Mamma 
therefore  pronounces  this  to  be  the 
fweeteft  lounge  in  the  whole  fafhionable 
world. 

But,  for  my  part,  I  could  not  fit  a 
moment — my  eyes  were  fo  attracted, 
and  my  feelings  fo  interefted — infomuch 
that  I  verily  believe,  had  I  been  alone, 
J  fhould  have  ^azed  about  in  filent  ad- 
miration  and  aftonimment  from  morning 
to  night. 

I  was  for  afcending  to.  the  Gallery  at 
once:  but  Mamma  faid  no  ;  it  was  her 
advice  that  we  fhould  finifh  with  the  Gal- 
lery— and  her  advice,  you  know,  is  with 

us 
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us  a  rule  of  condud — her  will,  her  chil- 
dren's law. 

In  the  centre  of  the  Rotunda  is  a 
fuperb  Looking- glafs  that  is  very  amuf- 
ing ;  for  it  gives  you  fuch  a  view  of  the 
objects  around  you,  that  numbers  (Mam- 
ma told  us)  whilft  it  was  at  Leicefler- 
Houfe,  have  run  againft  it,  on  the  belief 
that  they  were  going  into  another  room, 
and  I  for  one  fhould  furely  have  fallen 
into  the  like  error,  but  that  it  has  in  this 
apartment  a  rail  before  it  of  the  fame 
materials  as  the  Gallery,  that  checks  your 
advances,  and  undeceives  you  on  the 
inftant, 

Mamma  fat  down  for  fome  time — 
drank  a  cup  of  chocolate-^-enjoying  our 
joy — until,  being  thoroughly  relied,  (he 
had  the  goodnefs  to  join  us,  and  lead  us 
forward  to  what  is  called  the  Quadru- 
ped Room.  But  meeting  with  a  fmali 
room  to  the  left  hand,  we  flopped  on 

our 
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our  way  to  view  its  contents,  and  found 
them  to  confift  of  very  many  curious 
articles  —  fuch  as  Star-fifh  of  various 
kinds,  and  particularly  that  called  Me- 
dufa's  head,  which,  as  we  are  told  by 
the  poets,  is  hung  round  with  fnakes. 
We  may  figure  to  ourfelves  the  curled- 
up  outfide  appearance  of  this  moll  won- 
derful fifh,  which  bears  its  name. 

The  Silver  Flying-filh,  a  fmall  and 
delicate  kind,  with  wings  proportioned 
to  its  fize,  pleafed  us  much.  This  fiih, 
when  purfued  by  the  Dolphin,  (a  mon- 
ftrous  devourer,  that  preys  on  it)  often 
flies  into  mips  for  protection,  and  is 
taken  by  the  failors. 

Alfo  many  elegant  and  pleafing  arti- 
cles from  China — Medals  and  fuch-like 
— together  with  the  pifture  of  an  Ara- 
bian Horfe,  that  feems  to  have  been  the 
prettied  creature  ever  formed. 

And  having  finiflied  our  furvey  of 
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this  Room,  we  entered  what  is  called 
the  Quadruped  Room,  where  there 
is  neverthelefs  a  variety  of  other  rare 
and  wonderful  objects. 
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PARTY  V. 


ON  entering  the  Quadruped  Room, 
the  firft  emotion,  faid  Mifs  Thomfon 
(renewing  her  description  the  moment 
they  were  feated)  is  thankfulnefs  that 
the  creatures  around  you,  though  they 
have  every  appearance  of  life,  have  loft 
the  power  of  deftroying  their  beholders. 
For  here  is  the  Bengal  or  Royal  Tiger, 
with  eyes  full  of  fire,  and,  as  it  fhould 
feem,  ready  to  dart  on  its  prey.  A 
Lion  of  a  mod  formidable  yet  majeftic 
afpe£t,  though  gentle  as  a  Lamb  to  the 

little 
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little  Dog  placed  with  him  in  the  fame 
glafs  cafe,  whom  he  made  his  compa- 
nion, his  pet,  his  unequalled  favourite. 

I  befetf;h  you,  Mifs  Thomfon,  cried 
Mifs  Ravenfworth,  to  favour  us  with 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Little  Dog  and  the 
Lion;  for  I  have  long  moft  ardently 
wifhed  to  hear  it/ 

All  the  queftions  you  afk,  my  dear 
Mifs  Ravenfworth,  replied  Mifs  Thom- 
fon, or  favours  you  folicit,  do  you  much 
honour;  for  they  at  once  fhowyourob- 
fervance  of  our  worthy  Governefs's 
commands,  which  are,  never  to  let  a 
(ingle  word  or  circumftance  pafs  with- 
out getting  at  the  knowledge  of  its  (ig- 
nification  or  meaning,  as  well  as  a  na- 
tural defire  in  your  own  bread,  which 
befpeaks  both  modefty  and  ingenuouf-  . 
nefs,  to  be  informed;  and  I  am  there- 
fore always  happy  to  oblige  you. 

You  mult  know  then,  to  the  difgrace 
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of  mankind,    there  are  fuch  wretches 
.  upon  earth  as  can  torture  and  deftroy 
poor   harmlefs  and  defencelefs  animals 
for  their  fport,  as  they  brutally  call  it. 

Accordingly,  one  day  a  party  (for  we 
will  fuppofe  them  all  alike,  as  people 
generally  run  with  thofe  who  think  as 
they  do)  having  been  mown  all  the 
beafts  in  the  Tower,  flopped  fome  time 
before  the  den  of  a  Lion  that  was  roufed 
from  his  (lumber  by  the  Keeper  for  their 
entertainment — and, in  refentment  there- 
of, was  making  his  mane,  and  roaring 
in  a  mod  tremendous  manner — when, 
behold!  in  this  moment  of  rage  and 
wrath,  when  the  creature  appeared  ready 
to  tear  in  pieces  whatever  animal  dared 
to  approach,  one  of  the  ftrange  party 
caught  up  a  poor  little  black  dog  be- 
longing to  a  friend  of  his,  and,  pufhing 
it  between  the  iron  bars  of  the   cage, 
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waited  with  barbarous  glee  to  behold 
the  confequence. 

The  little  dog,  infenfible  of  danger, 
frifked  about  even,  as  it  appeared,  in 
the  jaws  of  death.  But  the  generous 
and  noble  beaft,  inftead  of  treating  the 
fpe&ators  with  a  fcene  of  (laughter  and 
bloodfhed;  lay  down  to  carefs  his  new 
vifitor,  fuffered  it  to  play  with  his  paws, 
jump  upon  his  back,  and,  in  a  word, 
fent  away  the  wicked  man  who  fought 
its  deftru&ion. 
*  The  Lion  and  little  Dog  thus  lived 
together  in  the  moft  perfect  friendfhip 
for  many  years.  When  food  was  brought 
them,  the  fovereign  of  the  foreft  never 
once  deigned  to  touch  a  bit  until  the  lit- 
tle dog  had  eaten  its  fill ;  and  the  little 
Dog,  whilft  the  Lion  made  his  meal, 
always  amufed  itfelf  by  playing  with  his 
tail — or  with  fome  other  fuch  frolic, 
which  was  always  fure  to  be  well  re- 
2  ceived 
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ceived   by  the   Lion.     The  little  Dog 
too  always  flept  within  his  paws. 

At  length,  however,  it  mod  unfortu- 
nately came  to  pafs  that  the  little  Dog 
died ;  and  the  Lion  having  in  vain  err- 
deavoured  to  awaken  it  (thinking  it  was 
only  afleep)  hung  over  it  with  anguifh 
and  horror  in  his  looks.  His  food  was 
Vholly  difregarded  by  him — he  flept  no 
more — and  whenever  the  Keeper  (on 
the  double  motive  of  the  Dog's  becom- 
ing putrid,  and  the  hope  that  once  out 
of  the  Lion's  fight,  it  would  be  forgot- 
ten by  him,  made  even  the  moil  gentle 
attempt  to  withdraw  it  from  his  paws, 
where  day  and  night  he  continued  to 
hold  it,  the  air  was  rent  with  his  cries— 
until,  what  with  grief,  hunger,  and  long 
watching,  as  the  Keeper  expefted  would 
be  the  cafe,  he  one  morning  found  him 
dead,  with  the  Dog,  as  ufual,  within 
his  paws.  And  thus  did  this  very  little 
G  Dog, 
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Dog,  that  was  intended  for  a  facrifice 
to  the  ftrength  and  fury  of  the  Lion, 
from  the  tender  affeQion  the  noble  crea- 
ture conceived  for  him,  become  the 
caufe  of  the  Lion/ s  death.  A  rare  but 
much-admired  inftance  of  animal  at- 
tachment ! 

The  Ladies,  however  grieved  for  the 
death  of  the  little  Dog,  were  highly  de- 
lighted with  his  hiftory;  which  when 
finifhed,  Mifs  Thomfon  returned  to  her 
account  of  the  Museum. 

A  Wolverine,  or  Glutton,  as  it  is 
called,  was  next  noticed  by  us— the  mod 
horrid  creature  furely  on  earth?  for  it 
climbs  (Mamma  told  us)  up  into  trees* 
in  order  to  dart  down  upon  thofe  gentle 
and  beautiful  animals  called  Elks,  Deer, 
and  fuch-like,  (which  the  learned  Count 
de  Buffon  fays,  he  believes  were  alone 
created  as  ornaments  for  the  foreft) 
when,  feizing  them  by  the  back  bone, 

he 
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he  fucks  their  blood  until  they  fall  down 
and  die. 

Oh !  faid  Mifs  Thomfon,  figbing 
deeply,  it  is  mod  melancholy  to  hear! — 
That  tender-hearted  Lady  was  obliged 
to  paufe  a  few  moments  to  relieve  her 
feelings,  a;-  A  all  the  Ladies  profeffed 
.  their  forrow  that  fuch  things  were. 

Next,  refumed  Mifs  Thomfon,  we 
noticed  a  little  African  animal  called  the 
Jumper,  the  hind  legs  of  which  are  the 
longeft  ever  feen  for  its  fize,  and  its  fore 
legs  the  fhorteft  imaginable. 

An  Ant  Bear — a  creature  fo  called 
from  living  entirely  on  Ants— is  the  moll 
extraordinary  obje6l  I  ever  beheld.  .  It 
has  no  teeth — and,  indeed,  how  mould 
it,  when  it  has  fcarcely  any  mouth  ?  For, 
though  its  body  is  as  large  as  that  of  a 
Boar,  its  nofe  is  run.  out  into  fo  narrow 
a  point,  with  its  mouth  at  the  end  of  it, 
G  Z  W 
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as  to  contain  only  a  tongue,  with  which 
it  procures  its  food. 

An  Angora  Goat,  from  one  of  which 
Mamma's  fine  white  curled  Muff  was 
taken,  pleafed  my  mother  and  me  much — 
And  a  Zebra  or  Wild  Afs,  fuch  as  was 
prefented  fome  years  ago  (Mamma  told 
us)  to  her  Majefty  Queen  Charlotte,  did 
not  efcape  our  obfervation. 

Here  are  alfo  Bats  from  Madagafcar 
(a  large  ifland  on  the  Eaftern  coaft  of 
Africa)  with  wings  of  fo  lingular  a 
length,  that,  when  they  fly  in  flocks,  as 
it  is  faid  they  often  do,  they  darten  the 
air. 

The  Kangaroo — an  animal  altogether 
unknown  to  us  until  the  difcovery  of  New 
South  Wales,  of  which  it  is  a  native — is 
feen  in  this  Collection.  It  has,  in  my 
opinion,  a  ftrange  appearance,  but  is 
reckoned,  it  feems,  good  meat  in  the 
country  from  whence  it  is  brought. 

The 


(    65     ) 

The  Sloth  is  another  fingular  animal ; 
for  fuch  is  its  love  of  idlenefs,  that  when 
it  has  eaten  up  all  the  leaves  within  its 
reach  on  one  tree,  and  is  thence  com- 
pelled by  famine  td  quit  it,  and  afcend 
a  fecond,  it  cries  as  if  it  were  fuftaining 
the  moft  cruel  treatment  imaginable. 

In  the  Quadruped  Room  (an  equal- 
ly whimfical  and  pleafant  circumftance 
Mamma  calls  it)  are  placed  at  once  the 
fmalleft  and  the  largeft  animals  in  the" 
creation  ;  for  *hrough  the  centre  of  the 
Quadruped  Room  the  Infects  are  ar-> 
ranged;  where  you  may  turn  your  eyes 
from  the  Tiger  to  the  Beetle,  from  the 
Lion  to  the  Butterfly,  and  feel,  what- 
ever objeQ:  may  engage  your  thought 
for  the  moment,  how  wondrous  God  is 
in  all  his  works,  and  how  juftly  entitled 
to  our  honour  and  praife. 

An  Elephant,  a  Rhinoceros,  and  a 
River  Horfe  are  placed  in  the  Garden. 

In 
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In  this  Apartment  we  alfo  view  many 
works  of  art,  held  in  high  efteem — 
namely,  Roman  Coins,  Rings,  Locks, 
Watches,  and  Styles,  made  of  Iron, 
with  which  the  Romans  wrote  on  the 
leaves  of  the  Papyrus,  before  the  art  of 
printing  was  heard  of,  or  even  the  ufe 
of  pens  and  ink  devifed. 


PARTY ' 
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PARTY  VI. 


ns? 


VV  £  now  teturned,  faid  Mifs  Thorn- 
fon,  perceiving  the  Ladies  were  ready 
to  attend  to  her,  into  the  Grand  Room, 
or  Rotunda,  in  order  to  finifh,  as 
Mammajiad  propofed,  with  jtfye  Gallery. 
The  Staircafe  is,  however,  furnifhed 
with  curious  articles — fuch  as  Helmets, 
Targets,  Halberts,  Quivers  of  poifoned 
Arrows,  and  the  like.  Thefe  engaged 
our  notice  for  a  (hort  time.  But  when 
we  reached  the  top,  and  had  only  a 
glance  at  the  contents  of  the  Gallery 
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we  were  actually  enraptured;  and  could 
our  ears  liave  been  feafted  as  well  as  our 
eye,    no  earthly  delight  could  exceed 

what  we  fhould  have  enjoyed. Such 

lovely  and  brilliant  plumage — fuch  vari- 
ety and  elegance  of  form — fuch  inde- 
fcribable  beauty  and  perfection  on  every 
fide! 

A  group  of  Humming-birds  at  length, 
however,  caught  and  fixed  our  atten?- 
tion.  They  are  enclofed  in  an  oval 
glafs,  the  fland  of  which  turns  round  to 
give  you  a  view  of  them  at  all  points — 
A  Angular  pleafure  to  the  beholders ! 
Around  the  (land  is  the  following  in- 
scription, taken  from  the  poet  my  name- 
fake,  already  mentioned  by  me  : 

But  who  can  paint  r 
Like  Nature  ?  Can  Imagination  boait. 
Amid  its  gay  creation,  hues  like  hers? 

Lines  fweetly  applied,    Mamma   fays ; 

for 
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for  fuch  is  the  peculiar  colour  of  the 
plumage,  that  they  are  called  Reflectors 
— that  is,  (how  their  beauty  by  candle- 
lights-nay, in  what  appears  to  us  the 
dark;  for  it  returns  every  ray  it  collects. 

There  is  alfo  much  tafte,  Mamma 
obferves,  in  the  arrangement  of  thefe 
beautiful  Birds;  for  they  are  fo  dif- 
poied  as  to  feem  fitting  at  certain  dif- 
tances  on  the  (lender  branches  of  a  de- 
licate little  tree. 

The  Bird  of  Paradife,  of  which  my 
Brother  and  I  had  heard  and  read  much, 
was  next  fought  out  for  by  us.  But 
not  knowing  there  were  more  kinds  than 
one,  we  were  much  furpnfed  to  meet 
with  a  golden  Bird  of  that  name :  yet, 
whatever  admirers  this  golden  Bird  can 
boaft,  I  abundantly  prefer  the  brown 
one  for  elegance  of  form  and  elegance 
of  plumage.  My  Mamma  was  of  the 
fame  opinion. 

Nor 
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Nor  could  we  overlook  a  lovely  fmall 
Bird  called  the  Sparrow  of  Paradife. 

The  Cock  of  the  Mountain  is  a  beau- 
tiful bird  with  a  kind  of  filken  plumage, 
delighted  us  much. 

The  Toucan,  with  a  beak  almoft  as 
large  as  its  whole  body,  aftoniflied  us. 

But  what  particularly  pleafed  my  Bro- 
ther, was  fome  young  Cuckows,  which 
are,  it  feems,  deferted  by  the  parent 
bird  even  in  the  (hell.  Accordingly, 
you  have  here  grouped  in  one  and  the 
fame  cage  the  four  different  birds  which 
benevolent  inflincl:  prompts  to  fofter 
them  until  they  are  hatched — to  convey 
them  food  until  they  are  fledged  or  fea- 
thered, and  to  teach  them  to  fly — a  lit- 
tie  hiftory  that  affords  much  entertain* 
menu 

The  King-fifher,  a  bird  that  delights 
in  folitude,  is  alfo  here. 

And   Pigeons,  I   fhould   fuppofe,  in 

all 
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ail  their  varieties,  highly  preferved  in- 
deed— as  the  Powter,  the  Tumbler,  the 
Light-horfeman,  the  Fan-tail,  the  Fea- 
ther-fpoted,  the  Carrier,  and  fo  forth. 
Nor  could  we  forbear  making  fome  re- 
flections on  the  wonderful  inftincl:  that 
enables  the  Carrier  Pigeon  to  perform 
the  office  of  conveying  a  letter  to  any 
dittance*  as  on  fome  certain  occafions  is 
done  by  them  even  at  this  very  day. 

There  is  moreover  an  open-footed 
Duck — that  is,  a  Duck  without  the  web 
which  enables  them  tj  fwim.  It  there- 
fore, with  the  name,  has  not  the  nature 
of  that  bird* 

A  Virginian  Nightingale  flopped  me 
for  a  moment*  and  the  wifh  of  my  heart 
was,  to  have  heard  its  fweet  note:  but 
the  wifh  was  idle,  and  1  walked  on, 
fmiling  at  my  own  folly* 

A  pair  of  thofe  birds  called  Curlews, 
i  their 


(    7*     ) 

their  plumage  the  moft  vivid  crimfon, 
were  much  admired  by  us. 

Alfo  a  Buftard,  with  a  fifh  in  its  mouth, 
which  they  tell  you  it  fwaliowed  whole, 
is  a  curious  objeB. 

The  Chinefe  Pheafant,  both  the  Gold 
and  the  Silver  one,  were  next  met  with 
by  us  in  admirable  beauty. 

But,  faid  Mifs  Thomfon,  there  is  no 
pofllbility  of  mentioning  the  twentieth 
part  of  even  the  choice  Birds  this  Gal- 
lery coniains;  in  the  centre  of  which  a 
Peacock  with  its  fan  fpread  out,  is  placed 
With  charming  effecl. . 

And  what  is  there  fo  extraordinary 
in  a  Peacock,  cried  Mifs  Evans,  which 
we  hear  fqualling  from  morning  to  night 
on  every  park  or  garden  wall  in  England. 

Which  is  the  fole  reafon,  replied  Mifs 
Thomfon,  of  our  leflened  admiration ; 
for  the  Peacock,  with  its  horrid  fquall, 
and  its  ugly  legs  and  feet,  is  one  of  the 

moft 
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moil  beautiful  of  Nature's  works.  Its 
fan,  moreover,  which  it  can  open  and 
clofe  at  will,  and  of  which  it  is  fo  proud, 
furpaflTes  the  mod  exquifite  plumage  of 
all  the  Bird  tribe. 

But  perhaps,  Mifs  Evans,  faid  Mifs 
Thomfon,  you  never  yet  heard  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  Peacock  ? 

Mifs  Evans,  fomewhat  abafhed  at  be- 
ing obliged  to  reply  No  to  this  queftion, 
had  the  humility  to  add — And  therefore 
you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  favour  me  with 
it ;  I  (hall  be  much  obliged  to  you. 

The  Peacock,  faid  Mifs  Thomfon,  is 
an  eaftern  bird,  and  was  firfl  brought 
from  thence  in  the  time  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  fome  two  thoufand  years 
ago;  who  was  fo  ftruck  with  its  beauty, 
that  he  made  it  death  to  kill  one  of  them. 
And  in  this  high  eftimation  they  lived 
for  many  years,  people  paying  to  fee 
them,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Englifh 

H  pay 
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pay  a  price  for  viewing  rare  and  beauti- 
ful fights.  During  this  period,  it  was 
alfo  the  fafhion  to  ferve  them  up  at  royal 
tables  as  a  centre  ornament  in  cold  paf- 
ties,  to  trie  great  delight  of  the  guefts. 

At  length,  however,  Luxury,  which 
is  as  untouched  by  beauty  as  it  is  un- 
charmed  by  harmony,  began  to  mark  its 
dawn  for  flaughter ;  and  even  the  fons 
and  daughters 'of  humanity,  as  they  are 
called  (to  borrow  Mamma's  language) 
the  EngliJJi  of  the  prefent  generation, 
eat  up  Pea  Fowl  without  either,  felf-. 
reproach  or  regret.  So  true  it  is,  as  Mrs. 
Inchbald  fays,  €£  that  all  have  their 
faults.'*  For  which  reafon,  to  be  juft 
we  ought  neither  to  have  the  whip  ever- 
more fufpended  over  the  ihoulders  of 
others,  nor  to  lean  too  lightly  on  our-, 
felves. 

And  thus,  faid  Mifs  Thomfon,  began, 
and  thus  ended,  our  view  of  The  Le- 

2  VERIAN 
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verian  Museum;  Nor  could  my 
Brother  and  [,  for  near  a  fortnight,  talk 
of  any  thing  but  its  enchanting  contents  ; 
in  which  we  were  indeed  encouraged  by 
our  Papa  and  Mamma  who  rejoiced, 
they  faid  that  s  Nature's  Vjlume*  had 
pages  to  charm  our -young  minds,  en- 
lighten our  understanding,  and  of  courfe 
lead  us  to  look  up  with  adoration  to  Na- 
ture's God. 

All  prefent  paid  the  young  ladv  many 
pretty  compliments  on  the  trouble  (he 
had  taken,  and  the  pleafure  they  had  re- 
ceived ; .  and  it  was  fettled  that  Mifs 
Thomfon,  at  their  next  affembiing, 
fhould  call-  upon  whomfoever  file 
thought  fit  to  follow  her  example. 

THE   END. 
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